
LETTER OF SUPPORT #2 

 

 I am recommending Ken Henrikson for a seat on the Washington State Bar Association Board of 
Governors.  I worked with Ken for fifteen years as a public defender at The Defender Association (later 
absorbed into the King County Department of Public Defense).  I spent the last couple of years of  my 
public defense career as an attorney in the Sex Offender Commitment Unit (SOC) where I was able to 
both observe and learn from Ken.  Ken was a mentor to all the SOC attorneys and staff, regardless of our 
age or experience.   
 
Ken lacks the social lubricant of hypocrisy.  He was vocal when he believed representation of our clients 
was not meeting the highest standards, especially if best practices were impeded by top down 

bureaucratic directives.  Ken spoke and wrote passionately against agency practices he believed 
hampered the attorney client relationship for his clients and all of our clients.  Not everyone appreciated 
Ken's candor.  However, our SOC colleagues were in awe of Ken's exceptional dedication to his 
clients.  Ken's creative, individualized, approach on every case most often resulted in the best of possible 
outcomes for his clients. 
 
This morning when I was contemplating my message in support of Ken's application the following excerpt 
from an article about Bette Davis appeared on my screen.  I think Bette Davis and Ken Henrikson are 
kindred spirits: 
 
To be an uncontroversial actor [or lawyer] is nothing to aim for. ... Yet you see, there's a great 

misconception about the terms temper and temperament. Because anyone without temperament is never 
going to make it in the arts, in any art. But temper is a totally different thing. People who scream and yell 
and carry on ... that's not temperament, that's just bad behavior. 
"I always wanted everybody around me to be the best, because you're only as good as the people you 
work with. I was always strong in my beliefs, and my kind of person is difficult to cope with, but I have 
never had a jealous moment in my life. I just prayed to God I got good people."--Bette Davis/Interview 
with Bruce Williamson in Playboy, July 1982. 
 
Ken would not be a comfortable WSBA board member, but he would be a valuable one. 
 
Katie Ross 
WSBA 6894, retired. 
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