
 

Small Town and Rural Council  
Small Town and Rural Council Meeting I Virtual Only 
Wednesday, June 25, 2025| 12:10 p.m. – 1:10 p.m.  
Via Zoom | Meeting ID: 873 3538 6159| Passcode: 595209| Call-in: 888-788-0099 
 

AGENDA 
 

1. Introductions and Approval of May Meeting Minutes (Gov. Kari Petrasek) 
2. WSBA Updates (Gov. Petrasek and Julianne Unite) 
3. Project Updates  

a. Job Fair at Gonzaga (Sean King) 
b. Summit Project Team (Merf Ehman, Ashley Cummins, Kevin Plachy)  
c. Council Position - Hybrid Hub Student (Ashley Cummins) 
d. Rural Day of Service (Judge Kathryn Burke, Gov. Petrasek, Kevin Plachy) 

4. Announcements 
5. Next Steps/Conclusion 
6. Next Meeting: July 23, 2025 
7. Adjourn 

https://wsba.zoom.us/j/87335386159?pwd=ozs4Rgcdr1aS5Ep8jOqwvMfAbsGzXi.1


 
 

 

CHARTER  
Small Town and Rural Council 
Adopted: April 17, 2021. Amended July 17, 2021; September 7, 2024. 

Purpose 

As an advisory entity to the WSBA Board of Governors, the Small Town and Rural (STAR) Council is 
committed to strengthen and support the practice of law in the rural communities throughout 
Washington state. Members of the STAR Council will work to ensure that the practice of law in rural 
communities is present, growing, and thriving. 

Practitioners in rural communities are few and far between. Additionally, many of these practitioners are 
nearing retirement without a clear plan of succession for their clients, leaving a void of access to legal 
representation and counsel. The STAR Council will guide policy & program development, serves as 
ambassadors between the WSBA and these communities, explore and advocate for creative and 
innovative solutions, and regularly assess the legal landscape in rural communities to determine if WSBA 
policy, advocacy and program development require further resource for sustainability and improvements. 

The STAR Council aligns with the authorized activities outlined in General Rule 12. More specifically, GR 
12.1 (a) articulates the Washington Supreme Court’s regulatory objective to provide, in part, “meaningful 
access to justice. . .” while GR 12.1(d) strives for “affordable and accessible legal services.” In addition, the 
STAR Council aligns with the authorized activities outlined in GR 12.2, in particular by providing “services 
to members and the public,” and “fostering collegiality among its members and goodwill between the 
legal profession and the public.” 

Further, the STAR Council furthers the WSBA mission to serve the public and the members of the Bar by 
providing focused attention on the unique needs of residents and members in rural areas both by 
improving access to legal practitioners in rural communities and outreach and development of a pipeline 
of younger rural residents to pursue a legal career and serve their communities. 

Definition of “Rural” 

For the purpose of the STAR Council and reflective of Washington’s unique geographic and 
sociogeographic landscape, the definition of “rural” is as follows: 

Based on the definitions produced by the U.S. Department of Agriculture Economic 
Research Service (ERS) and an overview of Washington county population, we focused on 
counties with populations of less than 50,000 and more than 2,500. These areas are 
considered ‘urban nonmetro areas not part of larger labor markets’ by ERS. As part of the 
working definition, and for ease, we have termed these counties as ‘rural.’ Based upon 
WA county population data, we’ve pursued a hypothesis that counties with 30,000 or 
more are rural, but likely adjacent to a labor market and perhaps have a varying set of 
circumstances that may differ from counties that are less than 30,000. 

This definition will serve as the “per se” definition of rural. The STAR Council has the authority to change 
this definition based on specific programming objectives. 
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Composition 

The member appointment process will follow the process for WSBA Committees. Members of the STAR 
Council should have demonstrated experience and/or interest in a thriving legal practice in Washington’s 
rural communities. The STAR Council will consist of 13 members and are outlined as: 

• Chair (voting member)  

• 2 Current or Former WSBA Board of Governors Members (voting members)  

• 1 Active WSBA Member At Large (voting member) 

• 4 Active WSBA Members from rural communities - see above for definition of “rural” (voting 
members)  

• 1 Active WSBA Young Lawyer Member, as defined in WSBA Bylaws (voting member)  

• 3 Law School Representatives (voting members, must be currently employed with a WA Law 
School which is not currently represented on the Committee.)  

• 1 Active WSBA Lawyer Member currently employed with a Qualified Legal Service Provider (QLSP) 
(voting member). 

WSBA Staff Liaison: Member Services and Engagement Manager or staff member in the Advancement 
Department, non-voting. 

Board of Governor Liaison: as assigned annually, non-voting. 

Terms 

• Chair: two-year term  

• Members: three-year term 

Initial Committee Terms 

In FY21, the first appointments to the STAR Council were effectuated in a staggered rotation of STAR 
Council members. Therefore, the following terms were in place for the first appointment cycle only. All 
subsequent terms should adhere to the term limits stated above. STAR Council members serving an initial 
term less than three years, should be considered an incomplete term. Therefore, the member is eligible 
to serve two subsequent complete three-year terms per WSBA Bylaws. 

• 2 Active WSBA Members 

1 member with two-year term, 1 member with three-year term. 

• 4 Active WSBA Members from rural communities (see above for definition)  

1 member with one-year term, 1 member with two years term, 2 members with three-years term. 

• 3 Law School Representatives (voting, must be currently employed with a WA Law School)  

1 member with one-year term, 1 member with two-years term, 1 member with three-years term. 
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The following positions will begin as a standard term as set forth in this charter. 

• Chair  

• 1 Active WSBA Young Lawyer Member  

• 1 Active WSBA Lawyer Member currently employed with a Qualified Legal Service Provider (QLSP). 

Scope of Work 

The scope of the STAR Council’s work will focus on what the WSBA is uniquely positioned to do in 
supporting a sustaining and thriving environment for the practice of law and increase access to justice in 
Washington’s rural communities. The STAR Council will work with all relevant and interested stakeholders 
to collaborate where needed. The provision of direct legal services and civil legal aid to the public is 
outside the scope of the STAR Council. 

Measures of Success 

• Increased awareness of the issues and possible solutions to address any gap in practicing 
members in rural communities.  

• A sustainable pipeline of legal practitioners in rural communities.  

• Increased numbers of legal practitioners in rural communities.  

• The establishment of funding for programs and initiatives for the practice of law in rural 
communities. 

STAR Council Roles 

1. Community Education and Outreach 

Coordinated efforts to educate members and potential members about the unique needs, 
opportunities and benefits of a rural practice. This can include, but should not be limited to, 
comprehensive information on WSBA’s website, features in WSBA publications, presentations at 
high schools, law schools and community colleges. Meetings and events, such as a summit or 
symposium, to highlight the issue, convene interested stakeholders to share their concerns and 
strategize on possible solutions. 

2. Pipeline and Placement Program(s) 

Develop WSBA programming, or WSBA supported/partnered programming designed to build a 
pipeline of practitioners in rural areas as well as an incentive program to encourage members to 
explore a rural practice on a time-limited or multi-year timeframe. This role should explore a 
possible collaboration or strategic overlap with WSBA existing and future mentorship program(s). 
In particular, this role will require extensive strategic planning and identification of external 
stakeholder support and additional funding sources. Coordinate with law schools and other 
stakeholders regarding economic incentives to practice in rural areas. 

3. Job Opportunities and Clearinghouse  
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Utilize existing and future WSBA resources to support and highlight job opportunities in rural 
communities. This role should include making it easier, and perhaps more cost-effective, to add 
job postings to WSBA’s service. Develop a clearing house to assist retiring members with 
succession planning and the buying/selling of a practice. 

Committee Evaluation 

The STAR Council should conduct an assessment within five years from the date of Board of Governors’ 
initial approval of the STAR Committee by 1) conducting a survey of rural practitioners to provide 
stakeholder feedback regarding the impact of this Council to effectuate change in these areas, 2) assessing 
the scope of work to reflect impact and progress in this area and align with trends in the greater legal 
community, and 3) earnestly examining if the Council is necessary to continue the scope of work. 
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Small Town and Rural Council Mee�ng Minutes 
Wednesday, May 28, 2025 
Virtual meeting via Zoom 

 
Council Members Present: Governor Kari Petrasek, Merf Ehman, Philip Hunsucker, Judge Kathryn Burke 
(arrived 12:23 p.m.), Jesse Lamp, Past President Dan Clark, Rusty McGuire (arrived 12:15 p.m.), Travis 
Pie�la, Allison Foreman 
Council Members Absent: Thomas Garvey (unexcused), Sean King (excused), Ashley Cummins (excused), 
Governor Mary Rathbone (unexcused) 
WSBA Board of Governors Present: Mathew Dresden 
WSBA Staff Present: Kevin Plachy, Julianne Unite, Vanessa Sweeney 
Public Atendees Present: Sophia Bird McSherry, Rachel Cortez, Brian Brunkow 
 

Introduc�ons and Approval of April Mee�ng Minutes (Gov. Petrasek) 
STAR Council Chair, Governor Kari Petrasek called the mee�ng to order at 12:12 p.m. On mo�on by STAR 
Council Member and Past President Dan Clark, seconded by STAR Council Member Merf Ehman, and 
absten�on by STAR Council member Travis Pie�la, the Council approved by majority vote the May STAR 
Council Mee�ng minutes. (6-0-1)  

 

WSBA Updates (Gov. Petrasek and Julianne Unite) 
 

BOG Update and Volunteer Applications  

Gov. Petrasek shared updates from the May 2nd Board of Governors (BOG) mee�ng held in Port Angeles. 
The BOG unanimously approved the Equity and Jus�ce Plan that was proposed by the DEI Council. The 
BOG also reviewed the licensing fee policy going forward, and the interim report from the Member 
Wellbeing Taskforce. Gov. Petrasek reminded Council members that if their term is ending, they should 
submit an applica�on if they wish to con�nue. WSBA Member Services and Engagement Manager 
Julianne Unite noted the STAR Council has two posi�ons open with terms beginning October 1, 2025: a 
rural council member, which must fit the defini�on of rural. This posi�on is currently held by Judge 
Kathryn Burke; and the Gonzaga seat, which is only open to Gonzaga staff.  Applica�ons are due this 
Friday, May 30, please reach out to Julianne or Gov. Petrasek with ques�ons. Julianne also men�oned 
that communica�on from WSBA Volunteer Manager Paris Eriksen, and Julianne regarding the sunse�ng 
of WSBACommunity. Based on feedback and evalua�ons, it was decided not to con�nue with that tool. 
WSBACommunity will no longer be ac�ve or available to log into as of June 13. The communica�on 



 

transi�on will be u�lizing the list serve and/or email tools, and if the Council is interested in u�lizing 
other collabora�on tools, this can be discussed.  Julianne noted that WSBA staff have all the files 
downloaded, but suggested folks should download items themselves if they wish.  

Gov. Petrasek added the BOG is holding a special mee�ng tomorrow, May 29 at 11:00 am, to discuss an 
Amicus Curiae Request Re: In Re Deten�on of M.E.  The topic was tabled at the May BOG mee�ng as 
more informa�on was needed.  

 

Project Updates  
 

Job Fair at Gonzaga (Sean King)  

The topic, with a focus on next year’s job fair plans, will be revisited at the June Council mee�ng as STAR 
Council Member Sean King was absent today. 

 

Summit Project Team (Merf Ehman, Ashley Cummins, Kevin Plachy)   

WSBA Director of Advancement Kevin Plachy shared that things are coming together well for the STAR 
Summit, scheduled for June 27 at Heritage University in Toppenish, WA.  An opening recep�on will be 
held at Cowiche Kitchen on the evening of June 26.  Hotel rooms have been arranged at the Hilton 
Garden Inn, which is within walking distance from the restaurant.  The registra�on link is live on the 
website, and the registra�on fees will be comped for STAR Council members. Kevin con�nued; a 
remaining detail is confirming a speaker for the Indian Law session. Once this is done, the project team 
will finalize the agenda and prepare an e-flyer for marke�ng. There are currently 10 people registered, 
with more an�cipated as the date approaches.  The cost is $30 and pending 6 CLE credits. There will be a 
recep�on at the Heritage at the conclusion of the conference. Julianne asked Council members who plan 
to atend and have not yet booked a hotel room, to send an email to Julianne now. The room charges 
will be direct billed to the Bar, but individuals will need to cover their own incidentals. If there are 
ques�ons around what is eligible for reimbursement, email Julianne before incurring the expense.    
 

Council Position – Hybrid Hub Student (Ashley Cummins)   

Gov. Petrasek reminded this was discussed at last month’s STAR Council mee�ng and proceeding with 
recrui�ng a Hub Student for the STAR Council. Gov. Petrasek asked how the Council would like to 
implement this, and whether the open posi�on can be added to the list of STAR Council open seats, 
since there are two other posi�on currently open. Kevin clarified that since the posi�on is an unofficial, 
ad-hoc, non-vo�ng posi�on Gov. Petrasek has the authority to appoint somebody.  Kevin added, it can be 
run by the Council before a final decision is made, and WSBA staff can assist in outreach.  Julianne noted 
a form can be created if the applica�on process is preferred. Gov. Petrasek suggested the applica�on be 
limited to 3-4 ques�ons and asked whether the Council has specific ques�ons for what should be 
included. No sugges�ons were made. Gov. Petrasek will work with Julianne and Kevin for next steps.   



 

 

Rural Grant Internships  (Ashley Cummins, Sean King, Travis Pietila, Kevin Plachy) 

All the grants have been distributed. There are seven law students, all from this year’s program, 
registered to atend the Summit.  It could be considered to invite last year’s grant recipients but there is 
concern that there isn’t enough funding to cover addi�onal travel s�pends.  

 

Rural Day of Service (Judge Kathryn Burke, Gov. Petrasek, Kevin Plachy) 

Kevin confirmed the clinic will take place on Friday, September 12 in Okanagan County and will focus on 
estate planning, primarily wills. Julianne has reached out to Coco Holbrook at Northwest Jus�ce Project 
(NJP) to schedule a mee�ng with the project team in early to mid-June to begin defining WSBA and NJP 
roles. Julianne con�nued they are aiming to meet early to mid-June with project team.  Julianne asked 
the Council to think about and start spreading the word to recruit poten�al volunteers with experience 
in estate planning. Gov. Petrasek has run a Senior Wills Clinic since 2010 and is happy to discuss details 
and offered templates.   

Kevin asked whether the adver�sing should clarify the clinic’s limita�ons – sta�ng that it is limited to 
simple wills and does not include trusts. Gov. Petrasek agreed, no�ng that situa�ons requiring a trust 
would not qualify, as atorneys at the clinic won’t be prepared to handle those.  Kevin suggested the 
adver�sing can poten�ally be presented as ‘simple estate planning.’ NJP will manage ini�al screening to 
determine the appropriate level of need for each client.  

 

Legal Lunchbox – April 2025 (Ashley Cummins)  

Kevin shared an update that over 1,500 people atended the April Legal Lunchbox, which focused on 
APR6 law clerks and bridging the gap in rural communi�es. Julianne noted, the reviews indicated that 
98% received informa�on they expected.  Feedback was posi�ve, including comments that this par�cular 
CLE was very engaging, the panel was great, and it was nice having Kat Skinner, WSBA’s Law Clerk 
Program staff liaison, modera�ng the chat and answering ques�ons in real �me.  Gov. Petrasek asked 
whether the Council would be interested in doing two Legal Lunchboxes per year as there is a lot of 
informa�on the group has to offer, and other topics could be considered.  Kevin explained the Legal 
Lunchbox events are scheduled a year in advance and is unsure about availability. Merf added that there 
had been previous discussions about holding the Summit every other year, and in the off year, the 
Council could offer two Legal Lunchboxes, which would fill the Summit gap. Addi�onally, there was a 
sugges�on to alternate the Summit with the Access to Jus�ce (ATJ) Conference years. When the Summit 
is on an off year, addi�onal programming, such as Legal Lunchbox, can be added.  Gov. Petrasek agreed 
this sounds posi�ve and the Council can revisit the idea in the future.  

 

OAH Presentation (Gov. Petrasek, Julianne Unite)  

Gov. Petrasek shared an update on a recent presenta�on to the Office of Administra�ve Hearings (OAH) 
given by Gov. Petrasek and Julianne.  They provided a history of how the Council was formed, an update 



 

on the Summit, internship grants, and the Council’s ongoing work.  They provided informa�on on how to 
become more involved, including the op�on to atend mee�ngs.  The OAH was excited to hear about the 
work the STAR Council is doing, and lots of ques�ons were asked.  Julianne noted there hasn’t been any 
follow up and suggested it may be helpful to follow up with Tony from OAH. 

Announcements 
Merf reminded the Council that the ATJ Conference will take place in Yakima, September 18-19, 2025, at 
the Yakima Conven�on Center. 

Kevin congratulated Gov. Petrasek on being elected President-Elect of the WSBA star�ng October of this 
year. Gov. Petrasek will move into the President role in October 2026.  

Merf suggested a poten�al agenda item around the En�ty Regula�on Pilot Project. The WSBA is working 
on it, and it could be helpful for STAR Council as people may not know a lot about it. Kari suggested 
invi�ng Craig Shank, a member of the Prac�ce of Law Board, to atend the next STAR Council mee�ng to 
talk about it.    

Julianne reminded the Council that beginning next month, new calendar invita�ons for the monthly STAR 
Council mee�ng will be sent via Outlook, to replace the invita�ons previously scheduled through 
WSBACommunity.   

Next Steps/Conclusion 
None. 

Next Mee�ng: June 25, 2025 

Adjournment 
Gov. Petrasek adjourned the mee�ng at 12:52 p.m.  

 



Challenges, Opportunities and Solutions
in Rural and Small-Town Practice

THURSDAY, JUNE 26 – FRIDAY, JUNE 27, 2025

IN-PERSON
ONLY

2ND
ANNUAL 

WSBA SMALL TOWN
AND RURAL (STAR)
PRACTICE SUMMIT

At Heritage University in Toppenish

JUSTICE IN EVERY ZIP CODE



The Small Town and Rural Practice Council of the Washington State Bar
Association presents the 2nd Annual Washington State Small Town and Rural
Practice Summit. Building on the momentum of last year’s inaugural gathering, this
year’s summit will continue to shine a spotlight on advancing justice in every ZIP
code across Washington. Bringing together judges, legal professionals, law
students, and community leaders from across the state, the summit will explore the
unique challenges and promising opportunities in rural and small-town practice.
Through keynote presentations and panel discussion, attendees will explore a
range of timely issues impacting rural legal communities and consider actionable
strategies to strengthen rural legal services and expand access to justice. Topics
will include pathways to the profession, immigration, AI and technology in small
town practice, and ethical considerations for general practitioners. The Summit will
feature Washington State Supreme Court Chief Justice Debra Stephens, Yakima
County Superior Court Judge Sonia Rodriguez True as keynote speakers. We will
also hear from U.S. District Court Judge Rebecca Pennell along with, prosecutors,
public defenders, public interest attorneys, private practitioners, and law school
leaders.

The Summit will be held at Heritage University and opens with a hosted reception
on the evening of Thursday, June 26 at Cowiche Canyon Kitchen and Icehouse.
Lunch is included during the Friday June 27 keynote address and a final hosted
reception will close out the event on Friday afternoon. 

Join us for this essential gathering of the rural justice
community as we work together to build solutions and
expand justice in every zip code! 
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6.0 CLE CREDITS:

WSBA CLE – STAR250627TOP

Other L&LP

STAR250627TOP 2.75 2.5

Ashley Cummins – Seattle
University School of Law,
Seattle
Merf Ehman – Columbia Legal
Services, Seattle
Kevin Plachy – Washington
State Bar Association, Seattle

CO-CHAIRS:

REGISTRATION - ONLINE:

TUITION:

Standard

Law Students

$30

$0

#STAR250627TOP: In-Person Only
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Ethics

0.75

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE FOLLOWING 
SPONSORS OF THE CONFERENCE:

Fette Trust
WSBA Solo and Small Practice Section

Umpqua Bank
Larson Griffee and Pickett PLLC 

https://www.mywsba.org/PersonifyEbusiness/Default.aspx?TabID=1356&productId=26349599
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HERITAGE UNIVERSITY
IN TOPPENISH

There are several hotels located in close proximity to Cowiche Canyon Kitchen and
Icehouse and within a short drive to Heritage University. Follow the links below to
be taken to the information for each hotel.

Hilton Garden Inn Yakima
Hotel Maison Yakima Tapestry Collection by Hilton
Red Lion Hotel Yakima Center

Lodging Information

2ND
ANNUAL 

WSBA SMALL TOWN
AND RURAL (STAR)
PRACTICE SUMMIT

THURSDAY, JUNE 26 – FRIDAY, JUNE 27, 2025
Heritage University, 3240 Fort Road, Toppenish, WA 98948

https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/ykmyagi-hilton-garden-inn-yakima-downtown/?SEO_id=GMB-AMER-GI-YKMYAGI&y_source=1_MjA4Mzk5Ni03MTUtbG9jYXRpb24ud2Vic2l0ZQ%3D%3D
https://www.hilton.com/en/hotels/ykmhmup-hotel-maison-yakima/?SEO_id=GMB-AMER-UP-YKMHMUP&y_source=1_MzUxNzE1ODgtNzE1LWxvY2F0aW9uLndlYnNpdGU%3D
https://www.sonesta.com/red-lion-hotels/wa/yakima/red-lion-hotel-yakima-center


DAY 1 > THURSDAY, JUNE 26, 2025

6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Welcome Reception – Cowiche Canyon Kitchen and Icehouse
202 E Yakima Ave, Yakima, WA 98901

(DAY 2 CONTINUED NEXT PAGE)

PAGE 5

Furthering Confidence in the Rule of Law and the Justice System
40 minutes, 0.75 credits Other

Chief Justice Stephens will discuss the vital role of lawyers in shaping the legal system
beyond their individual practices and the ethical and professional responsibility of legal
practitioners to foster public confidence in the rule of law, advocate for legal reform, and
contribute to the advancement of legal education. Q&A to follow.

Washington State Supreme Court Chief Justice Debra Stephens – Washington State
Supreme Court, Olympia

WSBA Small Town and Rural (STAR) Practice Summit    •

DAY 2 > FRIDAY, JUNE 27, 2025

8:00 a.m.
Check-in • Walk-in Registration • Coffee and Continental Breakfast

8:30 a.m. 
Opening Remarks by Assistant United States
Attorney Bree R. Black Horse

9:20 a.m. > BREAK

8:40 a.m. 

KEYNOTE SPEAKER



DAY 2 > FRIDAY, JUNE 27, 2025
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9:30 a.m. 
Navigating the Differences Between 
State and Federal Practice in Rural Areas

75 minutes, 1.25 credits L&LP

Discussion of the differences between state and federal practice and tips for practitioners
who want to make the move from state to federal practice. This topic is particularly relevant
to rural practitioners practicing on their own who may not feel like they have the resources
to take on a federal case. Speakers will also explore opportunities for counsel to become part
of federal court’s criminal justice act panel. 

Judge Rebecca Pennell – U.S. District Court, Eastern District of Washington, Spokane
Judge Megan Murphy – WA State Court of Appeals, Division III, Spokane
Sarah Wixson – Shareholder, Stokes Lawrence, Yakima
Mitchell Crook – Attorney, Johnson & Orr Law Firm, Pasco

10:45 a.m. > BREAK

11:00 a.m.
The Three Cs of Ethics in Rural Practice

45 minutes, .75 credits Ethics

A discussion of the RPCs that cover competence, conflicts, and confidentiality as they relate
to general practice in a rural community.

Chris Crago – Lecturer and Supervising Attorney of the Federal Tax Law Clinic, Gonzaga
University School of Law, Spokane
Sandra Schilling – Professional Responsibility Counsel, WA State Bar Association, Seattle

(DAY 2 CONTINUED NEXT PAGE)

11:45 a.m. 

HOSTED LUNCH with KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Rural Practice in the Margins

50 Minutes, .75 credits Other

Judge Rodriguez True will address unique rural practice issues including addressing attorney
shortages, getting beyond the “first” by creating innovative opportunities for local students
to achieve careers in law, and addressing significant disparities in access to justice given
limited resources. 

Sonia Rodriguez True – Yakima County Superior Court Judge, Yakima
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DAY 2 > FRIDAY, JUNE 27, 2025

12:50 p.m. > BREAK

CONCURRENT SESSIONS

1 p.m. > OPTION A

75 Minutes, 1.25 credits Other

This panel will explore how technology
and AI can be used to expand access to
justice, increase service capacity, and
overcome geographic barriers in rural
communities, while also addressing the
practical limitations of tech-based
solutions.

Adrián Palma – AI For Justice
Strategist, Former Global Pro Bono
Manager & Digital Strategist,
Microsoft, Redmond
Jacqueline Schafer – Founder and
CEO, Clearbrief, Seattle
Margeaux Green – Practice
Management Advisor, WA State Bar
Association, Seattle

Leveraging
Technology to
Increase Access
to Justice in Rural
Communities

1 p.m. > OPTION B

75 Minutes, 1.25 credits Other

The legal field is evolving, and so are the
routes to becoming a lawyer. This panel
discussion explores alternative pathways to
practice beyond the traditional bar exam,
including the Rule 6 Law Clerk Program and
options for law graduates who choose not
to take the bar. Panelists will examine how
these diverse entry points can broaden
participation in the legal profession,
increase accessibility, and strengthen justice
for underrepresented communities. An
overview of the pilot for entity regulation
will also be provided.

Terra Nevitt – Executive Director, WA
State Bar Association, Seattle
Renata Garcia – Chief Regulatory Counsel,
WA State Bar Association, Seattle
Katherine Skinner – Law Clerk Program
Lead, WA State Bar Association, Seattle
Gordon Edgar – Douglas County
Prosecutor's Office, Waterville

Expanding
Pathways to the
Legal Profession

(DAY 2 CONTINUED NEXT PAGE)
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DAY 2 > FRIDAY, JUNE 27, 2025

2:30 p.m. 
Immigration Law in Rural WA—Challenges and Considerations 

75 minutes, 1.25 credits L&LP

Immigration law presents unique challenges in rural communities, where access to legal
services, social support systems, and infrastructure can be limited. This panel brings together
experienced practitioners to discuss the realities of immigration practice in non-urban areas,
addressing both legal and logistical issues faced by attorneys and their clients, and offering
an innovative solution with a collaboration of law school, pro bono attorney, and community
organization partnerships that can lead to lasting increases in local legal resources. Come
and hear how this partnership arose in response to an urgent need but provides lessons that
can be used in a variety of practice areas. 
     This nonpartisan session is designed for legal professionals, policymakers, and advocates
seeking creative solutions for expanding access to legal services. Whether you're a seasoned
attorney or new to this area of practice, this panel will offer concrete insights into developing
collaborations to grow resources while upholding the principles of fairness and justice. 

Mirta Laura Contreras – Directing Attorney, Northwest Immigrant Rights Project, Granger
Ally King – Externship Program Assistant, Seattle University School of Law, Seattle
Paul Rodgers – Rising 3L Seattle University School of Law, Granger Northwest Immigrant
Rights Project, Seattle
Dilnoza Chorieva – Rising 2L Seattle University School of Law, Seattle
Alicia Kikuchi – Attorney, Alicia Kikuchi Law Firm, PLLC, Edmonds
Kelsey Armstrong-Hann – Managing Attorney, Detained Programs, KIND, Seattle

3:45 p.m.
Closing Remarks • Adjourn 

Kari Petrasek – STAR Committee Chair, Petrasek Law PLLC, Mukilteo

4:00 p.m.
Closing Reception  

2:15 p.m. > BREAK
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Name: ____________________________________________________         WSBA #: ______________________ 

Address:  ____________________________________________________________________________________     

City:  ________________________________________________        State:  ______         Zip:  _______________

Phone: (     ) ____________________       Email:  ____________________________________________________

ONLINE > Go to www.wsbacle.org and enter STAR250627 in the search box. Payment by credit card.

STAR250627TOP, attend in Toppenish
6/26/25 through 6/27/25

REGISTRATION

Please omit my name from the networking list made available to exhibitors and/or attendees.

PRICING AND PAYMENT

In most circumstances, if you cannot attend the live
event, we can transfer your registration to the on-
demand product, once available (8-10 weeks from the
program delivery date). For in-person registrations,
tuition fees may be refunded, less $25 for processing, for
written cancellations postmarked, emailed, or faxed by 
5 p.m. up to three business days before the event. No
refunds will be provided after the dates specified. You
may also send a substitute in lieu of canceling. When
applicable, specific exceptions to these policies will be
noted on individual event registration pages. Please
email cle@wsba.org with any requests or questions.

Check enclosed, payable to “WSBA” for the amount of _____________________________

Registrations received less than 48 hours before a seminar are not guaranteed a coursebook or other presentation
materials on-site. If special accommodations are needed, please email cle@wsba.org or call toll-free at 800-945-9722.

Registration Transfers, Refunds & Cancellations:

PHONE > Call 800-945-9722 or 206-443-9722 with credit card and registration/order form in hand. Our service
provider will charge you a separate, non-refundable transaction fee of 2.5% on all bank card transactions.

MAIL > Please fill out this registration form and mail to WSBA seven business days prior to the program
along with your check payable to WSBA. Credit card payments by mail or fax are no longer accepted.

Standard

Law Students*

*After adding seminar to cart, enter promo code
LSNN and click checkout

$30

$0

MAIL TO: Washington State Bar Association, 1325 Fourth Ave, Suite 600, Seattle, WA 98101-2539

OFFICE USE ONLY       Date ____________________    Check # ________________________    Total ____________________

http://www.wsbacle.org/
https://www.mywsba.org/PersonifyEbusiness/Default.aspx?TabID=1356&productId=26349599
mailto:cle@wsba.org?subject=myWSBA%20Refund%20request%20or%20question
mailto:cle@wsba.org
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