
 

 

Annual Taxation Section Luncheon 
 

Wednesday, May 29, 2024    11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

Columbia Tower Club 

701 Fifth Avenue, 75th Floor, Seattle 

 
The WSBA Taxation Section is pleased to announce the keynote speaker for this year’s Annual Section 
Luncheon will be Chief Justice Steven C. González of the Washington Supreme Court.  Chief Justice 
González will discuss Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) efforts in the taxation practice area.  
Chief Justice Steven C. González was sworn in as the Supreme Court's 58th Chief Justice on January 11, 
2021, following a vote of his peers for a four-year term. He was appointed to the court effective January 1, 
2012, and subsequently won two contested races for six-year terms starting in 2013 and 2019. Before 
joining the Supreme Court, Chief Justice González served for ten years as a trial judge on the King County 
Superior Court hearing criminal, civil, juvenile, and family law cases. 
Prior to his election to the King County Superior Court, Chief Justice González practiced both criminal and 
civil law. He was an Assistant United States Attorney in the Western District of Washington, a Domestic 
Violence Prosecutor for the City of Seattle and in private practice at a Seattle law firm. 
As an Assistant United States Attorney, Chief Justice González was part of the team that successfully 
prosecuted the international terrorism case U.S. v. Ressam, for which he received two Department of 
Justice awards: the U.S. Attorney General's Award for Distinguished Service and the Director's Award for 
Superior Performance. He also prosecuted organized crime cases and served as the Hate Crimes 
Prosecution Coordinator. After September 11, he lectured on international terrorism prosecution to U.S. 
Attorneys in Washington D.C. 
While working in private practice, Chief Justice González gained significant civil and business law 
experience, including acquisitions, mergers, land use, intellectual property, commercial litigation, and 
contract negotiation. He regularly provided pro bono representation to people who could not afford to pay 
for a lawyer. Chief Justice González continues to be a lecturer at continuing legal education seminars and 
speaking engagements. 
Chief Justice González has received numerous awards throughout his career, including: the Golden Scarf 
from the Seattle Sounders FC; the "2022 Spirit of Excellence Award" from the American Bar Association's 
Commission on Racial and Ethnic Diversity in the Profession; the "2012 Difference Makers Award" from 
the American Bar Association's Solo, Small Firm and General Practice Division; the 2021 CZ Smith 
Trailblazer Award and 2011 Exceptional Member Award from the Latina/o Bar Association of Washington; 
and the 2009 Vanguard Award from the King County Chapter of Washington Women Lawyers. He also 
received "Judge of the Year" awards from the Washington State Bar Association, the Washington Chapter 
of the American Board of Trial Advocates, and the Asian Bar Association of Washington in 2011. 
Chief Justice González is passionate about providing open access to the justice system for all. He was 
appointed by the Supreme Court to the Washington State Access to Justice Board and served on the 
Board for seven years, including the last two years as its Chair. Chief Justice González served as Chair to 
the Interpreter Commission for eight years, supporting efforts to enhance language access across our 
state, including, the amendment to General Rule 11.3 to address remote interpreting as courts continue to 
respond to the COVID-19 pandemic, and the adoption of General Rule 11.4 to establish protocols for team 
interpreting. Chief Justice González also mentors students, regularly participates in the Northwest Minority 
Job Fair, and serves as a Board member for the Washington Leadership Institute, a program that aims to 
develop Bar and community leaders who reflect the diversity of Washington State. 
Chief Justice González chairs the Board of Judicial Administration (BJA) and COVID-19 Court Recovery 
Taskforce. He is a member of the Conference of Chief Justices and chairs the Court's Administrative, 
Budget, and Circulation Committees. 
Chief Justice González earned his B.A. with Honors in East Asian Studies from Pitzer College and his J.D. 



from U.C. Berkeley School of Law where he was the Technical Editor of the La Raza Law Journal. As a 
part of his undergraduate degree, Chief Justice González studied at Waseda University in Tokyo, Japan 
and at Nanjing University in China. Before law school, he did graduate work in Economics at Hokkaido 
University on a scholarship from Rotary International. He received Honorary Doctor of Laws Degrees from 
Gonzaga University School of Law in 2011 and the University of Puget Sound in 2015. In 2018, he taught 
State Constitutional Law at Gonzaga University School of Law. 
 

The luncheon is open to members of the Taxation Section of the Washington State Bar Association, law 
faculty and students.  The general registration fee is $65 per person.  Government attorneys, attorneys in 
their first year of practice and/or law students are invited to attend at a reduced cost of $35. 
 

Registration: 
Individuals: Please register online at this link by noon Monday, May 20, 2024. Payment can be made by 
check (must be received prior to May 20), credit card or EFT. 
 

Groups: To register a group, please complete the registration form below and return via email (or mail if 
paying by check) to WBSA in time for it to be received prior to Monday, May 20, 2024. See form for 
payment options and instructions. Group registrations cannot be made online at this time.  
 

For questions, contact cle@wsba.org. 

 
No phone reservations or walk-ins. Cancellations are non-refundable.  

https://www.mywsba.org/PersonifyEbusiness/Default.aspx?TabID=1356&productId=24571485
mailto:9722)cle@wsba.org


WSBA Taxation Section Annual Luncheon 
Wednesday, May 29, 2024, at Columbia Tower Club 

Group/Table Registration Form   

Group or Table Hosted By: ____________________________________________________________ 

Contact Person _________________ Phone No. _________________ Email ____________________ 

No. 
Names of Attendees 

(Print Please) 

Bar No. 

(If Any) 

Amount Due 

Enter $35 for government 

attorneys, attorneys in 

first year of practice, or 

students. 

Enter $65 for all others. 

Entrée Selection 

Enter C for Organic Free Range 

Airline Chicken Breast 

Enter S for Crispy Skin Salmon 

Enter V for Seasonal Risotto (Vegan 

and gluten free)

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

Total ________________ (A)

Form Continued on the Next Page 



Table Reservations (Optional) 

Tables seat up to ten (10) guests. You may reserve a table for your group for $650. 

I would like to reserve one table 

I would like to reserve two tables 

Donation to Scholarship Fund (Optional) 

We would like to contribute to the WSBA Taxation Section’s Scholarship Fund with a gift to the 
Washington State Bar Foundation. Gifts are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. 

Enclosed is my donation of  ________________ (B) 

Donations may be made online at: https://tinyurl.com/WSBASections  

Payment Information/Instructions  

Total Payment ______________ (A + B) 

 Check payable to the WSBA

Or 

 Credit Card - Call the Service Center
at 800-945-WSBA (9722) or 206-443-WSBA (9722) to make payment

Please scan and email both pages of this form to nhanv@wsba.org or send form and payment to the 
following address:   

Attn: Nhan Vien 

Washington State Bar Association 

1325 4th Avenue, Suite 600 
Seattle, WA 98101-2539 

Payment must be received prior to May 20, 2024, to complete registration. 

No phone reservations or walk-ins. Cancellations are non-refundable. 

WSBA USE ONLY: Date ______________Check #__________________ Amount $__________________ 

Please note: Our service provider will charge you a 

separate, non-refundable transaction fee of 

2.5% on all bank card transactions.  There 

is no fee if you print the registration form 

and mail in your check. 

https://tinyurl.com/WSBASections
mailto:nhanv@wsba.org
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